A Critique of E-Learning 2.0

By Mark Callagher (CeLDD Forum Entry, January 2008)
Well firstly I think that most of what people espouse to be E-learning 2.0 is a lot of crock. Just because the so called Net-Get use all the Web 2.0 Social Software technologies it does not mean that our education should latch onto it. I agree there are some good examples out there of students and educators doing some brilliant things with social software - but the idea that this will replace traditional or even Elearning 1.0 (LMS constructed courses) is ridiculous.

There is too much of an assumption that young people can motivate and organise themselves to learn. My experience is that young people need to be motivated, pushed, pulled, forced etc to get to a point where they discover that they enjoy learning. They also need guidance and direction and some form of organisation or they get easily distracted and lost. The Web is full of distractions and I myself find getting sidetracked can be more of a hindrance than a help. Recently I read in the paper about "Facebook suicides" where people were disconnecting themselves because it dominated their lives. I felt inspired and committed "facebook suicide" myself.

I do not believe that we are going to head to a place where students are going to set up their own learning communities through social software. To me it is a new fad which people use to communicate with each other in easier ways. My belief is that there will be and always will be the place for students to enroll in a course whether for accreditation or for interest or for a combination of both. I also believe that the courses will be organised through a LMS for kingdom come. The only development that will happen is that more and more Web 2.0 technologies will be integrated into these courses. Sure, students will write their own resources but in a sense they always have. Students have made notes from their readings - that is their own resource. Students have written essays, which again is their own resource. All that is changing is that they will write their notes maybe by blog or wiki or whatever. The real benefit from this is that they can be shared more readily or collaborated upon. Also, students can make powerpoints or slideshows or movies of their presentations and share them. Everything I just mentioned though could still be "managed" and "organised" through a LMS.

Part of my definition of E-Learning 2.0 is "greater emphasis is on an individual’s active participation in learning and their communication and interaction with other learners using social software to build online communities of learning". Well I managed to achieve this "more active participation" and the "communication and interaction with other learnings" using a teacher constructed Moodle LMS course this year. If this is one of the goals of E-Learning 2.0 why do we have to throw away the LMS which helps to keep things together as it were?

Additionally one of the things that has been mentioned little in all the readings on E-learning 2.0 is the enhanced writing skills that Web 2.0 technology has brought about. Because the so-called Net-Gen are constantly online and writing I have noticed that my students seem to have more of a willingness and ability to write with clarity when contributing to forums etc. Maybe this is the biggest "hidden" benefit.
